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WINTER 2016
♦ EMOJIMANIA at TRANSLATION ACES! ♦
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

Far be it for linguists to fear, let alone discuss, the tossed-about subject of the demise of
languages, but even we admit -- and rue -- that usage of the written word the world over
Is becoming less frequent, less correct, more jumbled and more abbreviated. So, perhaps
it was not surprising, though not lauded, when Oxford Dictionaries announced that its
“Word” of the Year [2015] was ...

. [Hey, wait! Do we put a period here?]

Say what?! For the first time ever, a pictograph as a “Word” of the Year (quotes ours)?
Officially called the ‘Face with Tears of Joy’ emoji, this one was selected as the “word”
best depicting (ahem!) “the ethos, mood, and preoccupations of 2015.” Quotes theirs.
Emojis, around since the late 1990s, came to the fore when use increased dramatically
(hence the tears?) in 2015. Even the word emoji – perhaps a better choice for actual
“Word” of the Year! – had been seen in 1997, but usage more than tripled in 2015.
An emoji is ‘a small digital image or icon used to express an idea or emotion in electronic
communication’; the term emoji, originally meaning pictograph, is borrowed from the
Japanese, using the e [絵, or picture] +moji [文字 or Japanese character]. Similarity to the
English emoticon may have driven memorability and rise in use, though the resemblance
is actually just coincidental: an emoticon (from the English emotion and icon) is a facial
expression composed of keyboard characters, especially punctuation, such as a colon
followed by the closed paren symbol : ) for a smiley face, rather than a stylized image.
Today, emojis are no longer shortcuts for use by texting teens; instead, they’ve become
a nuanced form of expression which naturally and easily crosses language barriers.
Even the multilingual Roger Federer produced a blog of a daily journal entry reporting on
everything he did in a given day, from awaking, showering, tennis practice, family time,
etc., strictly using emojis. Fun, yes, but are archaeologists, anthropologists, linguists
and sociologists wondering whether we’re all reverting back from the days of
Palaeolithic cave writing
Mesopotamian pictograms
Egyptian hieroglyphs
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♦ EMOJI OF THE MONTH: THE US MAP IN EMOJIS! ♦

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

♦ NEW FEATURE! ♦ Silly signs we wish we’d have been asked to fix ♦

If only the spellcheck worked…

We approve this translation!

Fred Astaire might’ve liked
a complimentary one …

Or maybe he went here, too?!

Wear it well…

Please don’t feed its … neighbor?

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

♦ FEATURE ♦ Lingua Quiz! ♦
1. ♦ TRUE ♦ OR FALSE? ♦
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

A film about emojis released in 1957 was called “Emoji, the Magnificent”
A film about emojis released in 2003 was called “Finding Emoji”
Imaji is a Hebrew emoji.
Steve Jobs is to emojis what the Egyptians were to the pyramids

2. ♦ MIX & MATCH ♦ Which pictograms correlate to which ancient language scripts? ♦
(a) Akkadian Cuneiform; (b) Sumerian; (c) Ancient Japanese; (d) Ancient Chinese;
(e) Ancient Egyptian; (f) Vinča-Turdaş; (g) Phoenician; (h) Berber; (i) Ancient Norse
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦
♦ ANSWERS: ♦

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦
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